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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To realize consecutive ink sucking operation by inserting a tube 
formed bendingly in an a shape into a cylindrical pump chamber whose part 
is cut out as the insertion opening of the tube, providing at this pump 
chamber a pump wheel equipped with a single tube push-pressing means 
that is displaced to a push-pressing position and a non pushing-pressing 
position. 

CONSTITUTION: By means of a pump wheel 20 fixed at the non-printing 
sphere portion of a printer main body frame 1 through a pump frame 8, the 
ink that remains at a nozzle portion is sucked and removed into an ink 
waste tank through a cap 5 sucked onto the surface of a memory head 40 
while a tube 18 is being crushed in order and in a rotary direction. One end 
of the tube 18 is connected to the cap 5, and a turn is made by passing 
portions that are bendingly formed in an a shape and cross each other, 
through an insertion opening and by running a loop portion along the inner 
wall surface of a pump chamber 11. A roller 30 is provided at a position 
where the pump wheel 20 push-pressures the tube 18, and the roller 30 is 
separated from the tube 1 8 along a cam groove 25. Thus, sucking action is 
conducted continuously. 
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